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Impey's letter seems to me to set the ignorance and
violence of his opponents in a striking light. He goes
minutely through the facts, points out various instances
of improper conduct on the part of the Committee
towards Commaul, observes that the defect in the return
was not technical, but that the omission of the words
alleging a right to imprison without bail was intentional.
If they had been inserted the return would have been

alse,  as  Mr. Cottrell, the  President  of the  Revenue
Council, said  that bail was taken in  such  cases, and

* had it not," adds Tmpey with perfect truth, " in cases
" of disputed demands, nothing could be more unjust
" and oppressive." The usual form of the bail bond was
that the prisoner should appear before the Committee
when he should be called on. The Court required the
Committee not to imprison Commaul in an arbitrary
way for a disputed account, but to admit him to bail
according to the. usual practice and in the usual form,
and not to require his appearance " until endeavours had
" been made, without effect, to recover the money from
" the under-tenant." This, said Impey, appeared, upon
"the best and most undoubted authority," to be the
common course in cases in which an under-tenant had
been recognised by the revenue authorities. It is
obviously the course which common sense would require.
In the latter part of his letter Impey pointed out the
principle on which the Court proceeded, and its applica-
tion to the particular case, in the following words : " The
" gentlemen do not make the distinction which is most
" obvious between claiming a jurisdiction over the original
" cause, and preventing their ministers, under the colour
"of legal proceeding, from being guilty of the most
" aggravated injustice. This distinction, if attended to